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Project Title 
/ Location 

 Project 
No. 

 

Project Type 
/ Sector 

 Client 
 

 

Project 
Status 

 APAL Ref 2200-SC-01 Revision  

Eco Homes / 
Breeam Req. 

 Date  Prepared 
by 

 

APAL Drawings / Documents Ref.    
 
Scheme Description 
 

 

This ‘Sustainable Design Checklist’ is an ‘in house’ tool to promote and record the improving environmental performance 
of all Allen Pyke schemes throughout each stage of a project.  The Checklist highlights the key environmental issues 
concerning Landscape Architecture with suggestions for positive action. To be used in conjunction with the APAL 
Sustainability Handbook. Note this list is not exhaustive. 
 

Category Considerations Comments on design 
1. Design - initial design stage / masterplanning etc 

What ‘green infrastructure’ is there in the 
surrounding area? 
 

 

Is it possible to connect to green, or other 
natural elements beyond the site? 
 

 

1.1 Green 
infrastructure 
(multifunction+ 
connection = 
maximum 
beneifts ) What additional functions are provided on site 

eg. water and waste management, food 
production, energy production, recreation, 
wildlife benefit, transport links, health benefits, 
microclimate control? 
 

 

Are spaces multifunctional or capable of 
accommodating different uses at different times? 
 

 

Are spaces easily adaptable, in anticipation of 
change of use, fashion, climate change or 
technical innovation?     
 

 

1.2 Versatility 
/ Adaptability 

Will vegetation survive predicted climate change 
(rainfall / temperature etc)? 
 

 

Can shade be provided for summer cooling? 
 

 

Is light and solar gain available in winter? 
 

 

Is summer breeze (south west prevailing) 
permitted through open shelter? 
 

 

Is effect of winter wind (northerly) restricted 
with dense shelter? 
 

 

Has adequate green space been provided to 
moderate effect of Urban Heat Island? 
 

 

Is air pollution mitigated by proposals? 
 

 

1.3 Building 
Efficiency / 
Microclimate 
Control 
 

Can secure outdoor clothes drying space be 
provided? 
 

 

1.4 Renewable 
Energy 

Is there opportunity to incorporate renewable 
energy provision within the scheme? 
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Category Considerations Comments on design 
Has enough space been allowed for such 
facilities (including servicing etc)? 
 

 

If reliant on off site provision, is the energy 
distributor ‘green’ (from renewable source and 
not traded with less ‘green’ provider ie. ensuring 
benefits in excess of government imposed 
targets)? 
 

 

Does the layout favour ‘green’ transport? 
 

 

Do street layouts give pedestrians safe priority 
and include speed reduction measures? 
 

 

Are cycle routes and secure cycle storage 
(public and private) facilities provided?  
 

 

Is access to public transport within walking 
distance of key facilities (inc open space)? 
 

 

Can a ‘car club’ and associated parking spaces be 
incorporated? 
 

 

1.5 Transport 
(to create 
efficient network 
favouring green 
transport) 

Is provision made for ‘green technologies’ eg. 
electric car charging points? 
 

 

Do the proposals maintain the quantity and flow 
of water from the site to pre-development 
levels?  
  

 

Is rainwater dealt with as close as possible to 
source eg. maximised green cover, rainwater 
harvesting, permeable pavements and infiltration 
trenches and soakaways? 
 

 

Where required, can swales, filter drains, 
infiltration basins, detention basins or retention 
ponds and wetlands be employed? 
 

 

Is there provision for good housekeeping to 
remove excess pollutants from hard surfaces eg. 
education, management and interceptors? 
 

 

Are existing water bodies being maintained / 
enhanced? 
 

 

Can rain water be re-used on site eg. for 
irrigation or inclusion of water buts in private 
dwellings? 
 

 

1.6 Water and 
Drainage 

Does design allow for predicted climate change 
and consequent levels of flooding? 
 

 

Is the ecology of the site understood eg. has an 
ecology survey been undertaken?  
 

 

How are existing habitats being restored / 
enhanced/ protected (consider juxtapositions of 
habitats, encourage connections and propose 
appropriate enhancements eg. through planting, 
bat/bird boxes, hibernaculas, wood piles, water 
etc)? 
 

 

1.7 Ecology 
and 
Biodiversity 

How are new habitats being created (see 
above)? 
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Category Considerations Comments on design 
 
Are ecological principles being followed with 
design (eg. complexity, dynamism, succession, 
nutrient cycling, irregularly shaped and 
juxtaposed habitats, connections)? 
 

 

Can brown or living roof / wall systems be 
incorporated?  
 

 

Is adequate private amenity space provided 
(check LA requirements and consider, size, 
security, access, aspect and soil)?  
 

 

Are communal spaces inviting, useable and 
accessible? 
 

 

Are recreational opportunities provided for all 
ages and abilities? 
 

 

Are links to surrounding spaces and/or 
countryside considered? 
 

 

1.8 Health and 
well being (to 
improve quality 
of life and 
encourage food 
production and 
nutrient 
recycling) 

Where appropriate, is personalisation / 
community maintenance and management 
encouraged?  
 

 

Can allotments or community vegetable gardens 
be incorporated within proposals? 
 

 

Can spaces be adapted for farmers markets 
(including service points etc)? 
 

 

1.9 Food 
Production  

Can ‘productive’ (food) species be incorporated 
within amenity planting? 
 

 

Have private re-cycling facilities been provided 
for each property eg. composting, recycling and 
water butts? 
 

 1.10 Re-use 
and Recycling  

Are communal re-cycling facilities provided (and 
located to avoid nuisance) eg. composting, 
recycling and water butts?  
 

 

2. Specification and Implementation 
Consider life cycle assessment of materials ie. 
impacts through extraction, production, 
construction, use and disposal. 
 

 

Are materials natural / unprocessed? 
 

 

Are materials to be sourced locally? 
 

 

How far are materials travelling and by what 
mode of transport 
 

 

Has the environmental profile of materials been 
compared to possible alternatives on the Green 
Guide website or with manufacturers? 
 

 

Are materials fit for purpose? 
 

 

2.1 Materials 
General 

Has reference been made to preferred use of 
sustainable materials and techniques within 
proposals eg. horticultural notes (even where 
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Category Considerations Comments on design 
not explicitly required by client/planner), as 
prompt to inform future more detailed 
proposals? 
 
Have lean construction methods been employed 
within detail and specification to avoid waste (ie. 
robust but not over-engineered)?  
 

 

Have recovered / reclaimed materials been 
specified for use in construction (including top 
soil/ subsoil)? 
 

 

2.2 Lean 
Construction 

Have exit strategies been incorporated into the 
specification of materials? 
 

 

Timber – Has only FSC timber been specified 
(including as a secondary material)? 
 

 

Have hardwoods been favoured over softwood 
where practicable? 
 

 

Where softwoods have been specified have they 
are they to be pre-treated with waterborne 
preservative, or stained with vegetable based 
solvent, binder and inorganic earth or mineral 
pigment? 
  

 

Plastic – Have natural materials been 
considered as an alternative for the purpose? 
 

 

Can feature be recycled in the future? 
 

 

Use HDPE in preference to PVC. 
 

 

Metal – Have natural materials been considered 
as an alternative for the purpose? 
 

 

Stainless steel is preferable as it is recycled. 
 

 

Non metal mineral products – Are 
materials natural or processed?  
 

 

Are materials to be sourced locally and what are 
the transport costs (environmentally)? 
 

 

2.3 Hard 
materials 

Does the durability of the material outweigh 
immediate environmental concerns? 
 

 

Are fittings only directed on areas that need 
lighting, so as not to waste energy? 
 

 

Has the lifecycle of the luminaire been 
considered (LEDs last longest)?  
 

 

Has maintenance and ease of replacements been 
considered? 
 

 

Has the light fitting been selected to minimise 
spillage and upwards light pollution? 
 

 

2.4 Lighting 

Will lighting effect biodiversity (check lighting 
layouts with project ecologist)? 
 

 

2.5 Soft Production – Has the effect of plant 
production been considered and positively 
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Category Considerations Comments on design 
reflected within drawings or the specification eg. 
have nurseries certified as following sustainable 
practices (eg. energy, water and waste 
management, pest control, planting medium) 
been recommended?    
 
Can a local nursery be used to avoid excessive 
transportation costs?  
 

 

Use – Are the plants specified suited to existing 
site conditions? 
 

 

Do proposals specify site conditions suitable for 
planting (eg. notes ensuring uncompacted soils 
during construction, adequate growing medium, 
planting in accordance with BS5837, operations 
to take place during appropriate season, 
weather and soil conditions)? 
 

 

Do proposals consider existing planting assets 
and integrate where appropriate?  
 

 

Can contaminated land be bio-remediated on 
site? 
 

 

Is the planting palette and style ‘sustainable’ (eg. 
naturalistic), multifunctional (amenity, ecology, 
screen, for microclimate and food) and 
appropriate to the context? 
 

 

Does the planting fulfil the intended design 
objectives? 
 

 

Have opportunities been exploited for 
incorporation of ‘productive’ (food) plants 
within scheme? 
 

 

Is the size of planting specified appropriate for 
site and purpose (eg. larger plants embody 
larger impacts and are less adaptable to site 
conditions but may be vulnerable in public 
locations)? 
 

 

Has field grown plant stock been specified over 
containerised (higher embodied impacts)? 
 

 

Have benefits of chemical use vs ‘natural’ 
alternatives been considered within 
specification? 
 

 

Has local / sustainable compost been specified 
(eg. WRAP PAS alternative to PEAT)? 
 

 

Has mulch and watering tubes / watering 
membranes been provided? 
 

 

Has adequate provision been made for future 
plant growth (particularly in urban situations – 
consider egg crate systems)? 
 

 

Materials 

Ecology - Is there an appropriate proportion of 
native/exotic species to suit context (natural or 
disturbed site/surroundings) and ecological 
objectives? 
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Category Considerations Comments on design 
Is the site sensitive enough to warrant 
specification of plants of local provenance? 
 

 

3. Management and Maintenance 
General - Has a management / maintenance 
plan been written? 
 

 

Does the plan adequately describe and require 
the inputs necessary to achieve the intended 
functional objectives (eg. ecological, amenity, 
food production)? 
 

 

Does the management plan contain a list of 
available materials for replacement, together 
with a specification for work? 
 

 

Hard – are features easily maintained (cleaned, 
fixed or replaced)? 
 

 

Soft – Has planting been selected that requires 
low resource input (eg. labour, chemical, 
water)? 
 

 

Is mulching specified? 
 

 

Have benefits of chemical use vs ‘natural’ 
alternatives been considered within 
specification? 
 

 

Are facilities / space provided for on site 
composting? 
 

 

3.1  

Does the specification require recycling of 
waste? 
 

 

4. Job Running 
4.1 To what extent have opportunities been taken 

to reduce private travel through use of public 
transport/conference calls? 
 

 

 Is the project paperless where possible eg. is the 
majority of project material filed electronically 
instead of printed? 
 

 

 
Additional comments (on project or process) 
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